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Since Humboldt State University Foundation is 
nearing the summit of its thirtieth year, it seems a 
fitting time to survey our place in the terrain, to 
both look over that which we have traversed and 
that which stretches out, and up, before us. 

During those early years of rapid instructional 
growth, research was a rare activity, and even 
special educational projects were few in number. A 
typical year saw the administration of five grants, 
with total expenditures of $40,000. Even as late as 
the mid-1960's, total research and special project 
revenues were just reaching the $200,000 level. It 
was not, however, until 1968, when the 
Chancellor's Office established uniform ac
counting and reporting for all auxiliary organiza
tions, that any process of formal comparison could 
begin, so our last ten years are the most meaningful 
for comparison. 

Even a brief sampling of that ten-year period 
demonstrates how far we have come: 
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During the years of HSU Foundation's service to 
the university, we have received over 600 grant 
awards. Through our Small Grant program alone 
w_e have awarded over 300 grants for instruction, 
research, professional development, or institu
tional benefit. During the 1980 calendar year, 384 
employees worked on the HSU Foundation 
payroll. While such statistics provide interesting in
sights, of greater importance are the present and 
the future. 

Despite the fiscal constraints on both the federal 
and the state level, this fiscal year has begun with 
continued growth. For the quarter ending 30 
September 1981, we received twenty grant awards 
totaling $613,372. That is a twenty-five percent in
crease in grant awards over the same period last 
year, and a twenty-two percent increase in the 
award amounts, and last year was a record year. 
Those statistics are certainly encouraging, but even 

so we have yet to fulfill our potential. 
How many awards from the National Science 

Foundation should a campus of our size, and our 
specialities, reasonably need in any given year? We 
had three last year, and one of those was a Minor
ity Graduate Fellowship. If we wish to, it would 
seem that we have plenty of room to grow in regard 
to the National Science Foundation. How many 
research awards should we reasonably need from 
the National Endowment for the Humanities? We 
did not have any last year, nor did we submit any 
applications to that agency. 

Under present federal policies, significant 
amounts of research funds will be placed in the 
hands of the Department of the Army and the 
Office of Naval Research. In the last ten years, we 
have not had an award from either of those agen
cies, nor have we submitted a proposal to them. 
We have never had an award from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, nor have we had a 
grant award from the National Institute of Educa
tion. How many ·corporate research grants could 
we utilize in support of instruction, especially for 
graduate student projects? One was awarded last 
year. 

For those faculty and staff members who have 
been thinking about applying for a research or 
special educational project grant, rumors of 
federal fiscal constraints and state fiscal constraints 
should not be too alarming. There are numerous 
grant making agencies and organizations, federal 
state, corporate, and nonprofit sources, that have 
never received a grant proposal from Humboldt 
State. 

When we consider even the major grant making 
agencies with which we have little or no experience, 
the past accomplishments of our faculty and staff 
are even more impressive. Our significant growth 
in research and grant activity has been achieved 
through repeat business with relatively few agen
cies. Your colleagues have not only been successful 
in initially finding that research support but also 
have performed those projects in a manner which 
has developed sustained agency confidence in the 
project performance of Humboldt State's faculty, 
staff and students. That is a reputation in which we 
can all share . 
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