
A Four Part Conversation
Painting Spirit:

J u l i a n  L a n g D e b o r a h  G a v e lD o r j e  K i r s t e n  L y n  R i s l i n g

Saturday, October 23; 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
HSU, Native Forum (BSS 162)

Limited attendance, no charge, no tickets necessary

Deborah Gavel, known for her large, mixed medium encaustic paintings. Based in New Mexico she teaches,
 exhibits & artfully exposes often overlooked social issues.
Dorje Kirsten, master of the Buddhist tradition of serpent painting, continues to sustain the life force of the 
sacred serpent lineage.
Julian Lang is a Karuk person, a poet, a painter, a raconteur, linguist and a multi-media kind of guy. His 
colorful, symbolic paintings articulate his thoughts on the world.
Lyn Risling, a renowned and respected Karuk, Yurok, Hupa painter, teacher and illustrator. Her art reflects 
on her world on the northwest California's Klamath, Trinity, and Salmon Rivers.
Former Native Cultures Fund program officer Rebecca Lowry (Lenape) will facilitate the day.
Contact the Center for Indian Community Development for more information. (707) 826 - 3711

Four visual artists together in conversation about the spirit within their work and creativity.
Begin at 9 a.m. with artists presentations followed by a light lunch and a

facilitated conversation between:



The	  Center	  for	  Indian	  Community	  Development	  
Humboldt	  State	  University	  

Behavioral	  and	  Social	  Sciences	  Bldg.,	  Room	  148,	  	  	  1	  Harpst	  St.,	  Arcata,	  CA,	  95521	  
Phone:	  707-‐826-‐3711	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Fax:	  	  707-‐826-‐5258	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Website:	  	  http://www.humboldt.edu/cicd/	  

	  

	  	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  Painting	  Spirit,	  was	  a	  very	  successful	  one	  day	  event	  held	  at	  Humboldt	  State	  University	  (HSU)	  in	  2010.	  	  	  
	  
	  
This	  event	  brought	  four	  professional	  visual	  artists	  from	  several	  traditions	  together	  to	  discuss	  the	  
spiritual	  influences	  behind	  their	  creative	  process.	  	  The	  artists,	  who	  had	  not	  met	  before,	  were	  invited	  
because	  of	  their	  complimentary	  yet	  diverse	  approaches	  to	  their	  work	  and	  lives.	  	  During	  the	  day,	  each	  
artist	  gave	  a	  45	  minute	  presentation	  on	  their	  art	  and	  thoughts.	  	  The	  event	  culminated	  in	  a	  final	  
thoughtful	  final	  panel	  discussion.	  The	  day	  was	  recorded	  and	  captured	  as	  a	  three	  part	  DVD	  set,	  divided	  
into	  chapters	  per	  artist	  and	  panel	  discussion.	  
	  
Sets	  were	  sent	  to	  Andrew	  Connors,	  Curator	  of	  Art	  of	  the	  Albuquerque	  Museum	  of	  Art	  and	  to	  	  
Pam	  Donegan,	  ILibrarian/Cataloger	  of	  the	  Institute	  of	  American	  Indian	  Art	  in	  Santa	  Fe.	  	  
	  
The	  artists	  were:	  
Lyn	  Risling,	  a	  nationally	  known	  painter	  and	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Karuk	  Nation	  in	  northern	  California.	  	  
Julian	  Lang,	  also	  a	  Karuk	  Tribal	  member,	  who	  expresses	  himself	  through	  painting,	  printmaking,	  
animation,	  poetry,	  and	  music.	  Lyn	  and	  Julian	  are	  respected	  ceremonial	  leaders	  in	  their	  home	  
communities.	  	  	  
Dorje	  Kirsten,	  a	  third	  generation	  serpent	  painter	  in	  the	  Zen	  Buddhist	  tradition.	  Dorje	  serves	  Buddhist	  
Lama’s	  worldwide	  as	  a	  chopen.	  	  And	  finally,	  	  
Deborah	  Gavel,	  a	  respected	  encaustic	  painter	  based	  in	  New	  Mexico	  whose	  work	  is	  in	  collections	  around	  
the	  world.	  	  
The	  day’s	  event	  was	  moderated	  by	  Rebecca	  Lowry,	  a	  Lenape	  Tribal	  member	  and	  former	  program	  officer	  
for	  the	  Native	  Cultures	  Fund.	  
	  
	  
Zo	  Devine	  
Associate	  Director	  
Center	  for	  Indian	  Community	  Development	  
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